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EXTRACTS FROM THE PAPERS OF GENERAL 
WILLIAM IRVINE. 

Everything connected with the surrender of Cornwallis 
possesses at present a special interest. The history of the 
siege of Yorktown and the movements of the armies of 
Washington and Rochambeau has been fully written, and 
but little remains to be told of it that is either new or in- 
structive. There are, however, some incidents, which were 
not directly connected with the manoeuvres of the allied 
armies, which have been overlooked, and, as they form con- 
necting links in the chain of events, and add touches of life 
to the pictures of the time, it is well now to gather up the 
fragments which remain concerning them, that we may have 
the story as complete as possible. 

In the correspondence of General William Irvine, in the 
possession of his grandson, Dr. Wm. A. Irvine, of Irvine, 
Warren Co., Pa., there are a number of letters which 
show the excitement that was created when it was supposed 
Cornwallis intended to invade Pennsylvania in 1781, as well 
as several more directly connected with the history of the 
siege of Yorktown. Through the kindness of Dr. Irvine we 
are able to lay these letters before the readers of the Maga- 
zine, together with information derived from other sources. 
We have connected them with such brief remarks as we 
have thought necessary to explain the circumstances under 
which they were written and the events to which they refer. 

During the summer of 1781, General Irvine was actively 
engaged in recruiting for the Pennsylvania Line, the second 
brigade of which was under his command, and he was greatly 
disappointed when, in place of being sent to the field with 
the men he had raised, he was ordered to Pittsburgh to defend 
the western frontier. During the greater part of the time 
covered by the following correspondence, he was at his home 
in Carlisle. 
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The first letter of the series is from Lafayette, and was 
written from his camp at Malvern Hill. It is addressed to 
Wayne, who was with Morgan at Goodie's bridge over the 
Appomattox, where they had marched on account of Tarle- 
ton's expedition to Bedford County to destroy stores which 
the British feared would be sent to Greene's army in South 
Carolina. Cornwallis was at Portsmouth, Ya., where he had 
marched to enable him to comply with Sir Henry Clinton's 
request, that a portion of his forces should be sent to New 
York. Subsequent orders, however, permitted him to retain 
all the troops under his command until he had made his 
position on the Chesapeake secure, which the commander-in- 
chief advised him should be at Old Point Comfort. But 
Cornwallis's engineers did not think that that place offered 
the advantages required, so he moved his troops up the James 
River and began to fortify Yorktown and Gloucester. It was 
the embarkation from Portsmouth which created the serious 
apprehension that the British intended to move up the Chesa- 
peake, threaten Philadelphia and Baltimore, and endeavor 
to release the Convention prisoners at Lancaster. Nor was 
the idea as wholly groundless as may be supposed. It had 
been a part of the plan formed by Clinton and Phillips, when 
the latter was sent to Yirginia, that, under certain circum- 
stances, he was to operate on the Upper Chesapeake, and 
threaten Philadelphia ; and Simcoe tells us that, after the 
Queen's Rangers were embarked, it was supposed that they 
were destined for Philadelphia, but that the order was coun- 
termanded, and that, sailing up the James River, they landed 
at Yorktown on the 2d of August. Of the alarm created by 
this movement we have evidence in the diary of Christopher 
Marshall, who wrote at Lancaster, on the 9th of August: 
"News for some days past of the English's landing at head 
of Elk, in order to pay Lancaster a visit. Some people, I 
understand, talked of moving their goods and families. The 
militia were ordered to hold themselves in readiness upon 
call." 

When Lafayette wrote to Wayne he thought that the 
campaign in Yirginia was over. He was, to use his own 
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words, " home-sick" to be at headquarters, and no wonder, 
for there he would have found his countrymen in numbers. 
But five days after the letter was written one was received 
from Washington, dated the 13th of July, giving him a hint 
that Virginia might possibly become the scene of the most 
important operations of the year. He had himself written 
to Washington on the 20th : " If the siege of New York 
does not succeed, and there is no plan, I imagine you will 
march here in force ;" but he could hardly have expected 
such a movement to have been made, as on the 6th of August, 
after having received Washington's letter of the 13th ult., he 
wrote : " Had not your attention been turned to New York 
something might have been done in this quarter. But I see 
New York is the object." Washington's hint was, however, 
sufficient to make him continue his close watch on Oorn- 
wallis ; for it was important that he should not be allowed 
to return to Carolina, and, to use Lafayette's own language 
again, " he knew him to be a bold active man, two danger- 
ous qualities in this Southern war," and that "his Lordship 
plays so well that no blunder can be hoped from him to 
recover a bad step of ours." 

The passage which speaks of the prospect of Wayne's 
remaining in Virginia is an allusion to another intended 
movement which was postponed by force of circumstances 
until after the surrender of Cornwallis. It was certainly the 
intention of Washington, at the time Wayne marched south, 
that he should reinforce G-reene as soon as he could be spared 
from Virginia, and in writing to Greene, on June 1st, he says : 
" the detachment with Wayne will be a most valuable acqui- 
sition to you. They are chiefly old soldiers and completely 
furnished with every necessary." On July 14th one of 
Wayne's officers (Lieut. Feltman) recorded in his journal, 
"This day the Incorporation took place, when our officers 
knew who was for the southern campaign." But Lafayette's 
caution prevented the movement, and it was well it was so, 
for no sooner had Washington decided upon the transfer of 
the allied armies to the southward than he wrote to Lafay- 
ette (August 15) : " Should General Wayne with the troops 
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destined for South Carolina still remain in the neighbourhood 
of James River, and should the enemy have made no detach- 
ment to the southward, you will detain those troops until 
you hear from me again, and inform General Greene of the 
cause of the delay. If "Wayne should have marched, and 
should have gained any considerable distance, I should not 
have him halted," 

Lafayette to Wayne. 

Hd. Qrs , 25th July, 1781. 
My Dear Sir, 

Intelligences from Carolina, tho' not official, appear favor- 
able to our affairs. Rawdon, it is said, was retiring, or, 
rather, was manoeuvred down towards Charlestown. Gene- 
ral Greene is inferior in numbers, but has gotten the inesti- 
mable blessing of a superior cavalry; Sumpter's new levies 
and the Virginia Militia will add to his forces. But your 
brave veterans would be a precious reinforcement. How- 
ever, in this season, and under our ignorance of the enemy's 
farther intentions, I wish, as I mentioned before, to act upon 
certainties. Perhaps it will be better for the general cause 
to move together towards Portsmouth. Public moneys nor 
private concerns will decide me. But I cannot help thinking 
that I would think it a great happiness to act with your gal- 
lant Detachment I think, my dear Sir, it will be well for 
you to be ready to march any way, and to look forward to 
means of subsistence on the road to Portsmouth. But with- 
out giving any hints of your marching that way. The 
Carolina climate is so hot, that [it] would, be a great saving 
of men, to keep them, if possible, in this state. 

By intercepted letters from Lord George Germaine, ex- 
tracts of which have been officially sent to me, I find that 
the Conquest of Virginia was the grand object of this cam- 
paign. A conquest that the ministry consider as certain, 
and M. de Mabois writes me it has been anticipated by offi- 
cial communications from the court of England to the seve- 
ral courts in Europe. Your State voted 2700 new levies. 
The Army of the Allies is encamped at Phillipsburg, every 
letter speaks of the friendship and harmony that reigns be- 
tween all ranks. A large fleet of transports, full of men, 
must by this time have sailed from Portsmouth, it is Ports- 
mouth in Virginia that I mean. A flag dragoon of mine 
was admitted into Lord Cornwallis' room, who says he made 
him particular questions. But could only learn that he had 



Extracts from the Papers of General William Irvine. 263 

left us on the road. I request that you will communicate 
this letter to General Morgan. I have not yet heard from 
his people. Pray, find out who Tarleton has been fighting 
with below Petersburg. 1 
General Waine. 

The second letter is from Col. James Moore, of Hanover, 
Pa., to General Irvine, inclosing one from Colonel James 
Wood, who had charge of the Convention prisoners. Colonel 
Wood's letter, and the information it contained, was for- 
warded to President Reed, as will be seen by General Irvine's 
letter printed in the Pa. Archives, vol. ix., p. 345b 

Colonel Moore to General Irvine, 

Dear General, 

Inclosed you find a letter from Colonel Wood and several 
copies, of letters respecting the motion of the enemy. 

You will also discover from him the apprehensions of the 
Board of War. That their principle object is the release of 
their Prisoners at this place and Lancaster. 

I have sent his letter to you by express. I conceive their 
would be a propriety in ordering the Recruits from the dif- 
ferent Rendezvous to this place or Lancaster, least an attempt 
might be made to rescue the prisoners, or in case the enemy 
had nothing further in View than Ravaging the Country 
near Baltimore. I presume the number of Recruits now 
raised will amount nearly to the number of arms that are 
here. 

I have good intelligence of 100 Recruits in Reading. 

We shall want ammunition, the militia over the Pris- 

oners are furnished out of what was left here by Genl. 
Wayne. The militia have notice to be in readiness in the 
neighborhood of York. 

Might it not be proper to order a light piece of artillery 
to this place if you have any in Carlisle. I have no knowl- 
edge of a contracter being appointed to supply us here as yet. 
I have the Honor to be, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

J. MOORE. 
August 8th, 1781. 

1 The last paragraph and signature of this letter are wanting, but La- 
fayette's grandson said it was in the handwriting of his ancestor. 



264 Extracts from the Papers of General William Irvine. 

P. S. Horsemen are stationed at different places between 
this, Head of Elk, & Baltimore, which will furnish us with 
the earliest intelligence of the Enemy's motions. 

General Irvine- 

Colonel Wood to General Irvine. 

York 8th August, 1781. 

Sir— 

I received letters last night by express from the Board of 
"War, informing me that a considerable part of the British 
Army were proceeding up the Bay and that Baltimore was 
their apparent object. Copies of the letters which came by 
the express will be inclosed you by Major Moore. As there 
is upwards of two thousand three hundred prisoners of war 
at this place, Lancaster, and Reading, which would certainly 
be an object with the enemy, considering the distressed and 
unprepared state of the militia, I would beg leave to refer 
it to your consideration whether it would be a proper meas- 
ure to call the recruits from Carlisle and Hanover to this 
place, and those at Reading to Lancaster, and to put arms in 
their hand ; those Recruits, and the militia which could be 
suddenly assembled, would, in all probability, be sufficient to 
check any Body of Horse they would be able to detach from 
the Head of the Bay. I shall be at Lancaster, & will for- 
ward any orders to Reading you may think proper to send. 
I have the Honor to be with great respect and esteem, 
Sir, Your Obt. and very nble. Servant, 

JAMES WOOD. 

General Irvine. 

The following papers appear to have been inclosed in 
Colonel "Wood's letter to General Irvine. 

No. I. 

War Office, Augt. 6, 1781. 

Sir, 

The Board inclose copies of letters from the marquis Le 
Eyat & others Respecting the movements of the Enemy up 
the Bay, which has made them very uneasy about the Priso- 
ners at Yorktown & Lancaster. 

The Board have thought it necessary to give you this In- 
formation, in order that you may provide for a sudden move- 
ment, and that you may also take the most Efficient measures 
in your power to guard against the Bad Consequences of a 
surprise. They have it not in their power to furnish you 
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■with cavalry so Esential in procuring Intelligence, however 
they are of oppinion you may supply this Defect by Employ- 
ing a few horsemen on the Publick acc't & Stationing them at 
such places as you may think most advisable for the Purpose 
of Procuring Information of the Designs & Movements of the" 
Enemy. 

Should you think it Prudent to move, it will he proper to 
point towards Eastown, or push over the main line as you 
think Proper. 

Having the utmost Confidence in your Prudence, the Board 
will say nothing more on the subject at present, as you are 
no doubt thoroughly sensible you are in their Power from a 
sudden and unexpected stroke. 

Yours &c. 

W. GRAYSON. 
Colonel Wood. 

No. 2. 

Melvern Hill August 1, '81. 
Sir, 

Inclosed is a copy of a letter from Commodore Barron, by 
which it appears to be his opinion that the fleet is destined 
up the Bay. It is for Your Excellency to Direct the neces- 
sary Information to the Depot Quarter Master's & Commis- 
sary's where stores may be exposed. 

I have the Honor to be, 

LA FAYETTE. 
His Excellency, Gove. Lee. 

No. 3. 

Hampton, Virginia, July 31, '81. 

Sir, 

The fleet weighed [anchor] this morning from Cape Henry, 
& stood up the Bay, 'tis certain they are bound to Baltimore 
(40 sail in number, with some large barges full of troops). 
Remains in the Road 2 men of war, 8 sail of other vessels. 
By a man from Portsmouth last night, am informed Corn- 
wallis is still at Portsmouth with part of his troops. I think 
the above fleet must contain near 3000 men and about 200 
horse. 

I am, &, 

JAMES BARRON. 
Marquis La Fayette. 

No. 4 

Hampton, July 31, '81. 

The fleet weighed this morning at sunrise and stood up 
the Bay, about 15 miles, the wind and tide being ahead. 
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They anchored off Cherry Stones. They are certainly hound 
for Baltimore. By a person from Portsmouth last night am 
informed that Cornwallis with troops are at Portsmouth. 

No. 5. 

Extract of letters from Mr. McHenry to his Ex'y, Govr. 

Lee: — 

Malvern Hill, 1 August, '81. The whole army, that which 
is on the South side of James River, and that on this side, 
will be in motion towards Fredericksburgh for your support. 

No. 6. 

Extract of another letter from same person : — 

The case of difficulty is nearly decided. The British ap- 
pear determined to try our spirit and patriotism. Maryland 
cannot keep her ground at first, but let me prognosticate that 
the event will be different from the enemy's expectations. 

The levies, which the Marquis ordered on, are to be stopt 
and applied as your Excellency will perceive by the enclosed 
letter which is left open for your perusal. 

General Gist goes to Baltimore. The officer who carries it 
has instructions, in case we should meet the Levies, to return 
them to Maryland. 

At this moment it is impossible for me to say what suc- 
cour you can have from this army, but you shall soon know. 

The following letter is from General Mordecai Gist to Col. 
"Wood, inclosing one from Lafayette. Col. Wood, doubtless, 
sent both to General Irvine, but if such was the case the letter 
which covered them has been lost : — 

General Gist to Colonel Wood. 

Baltimore, August 11th, 1781. 

Dear Sir, 

I have this moment received a letter from the Marquis de 
La Fayette informing that the enemy have taken post at 
York, in Virginia, a copy of which I herewith inclose you. 
They appear to be prepared for sudden and active operations, 
and it is probable, when a favourable opportunity offers, part 
of their force may be detach'd against this State. 

Upwards of two thousand militia were discharged at this 
post by order of the Council and Governor on Wednesday 
last. The cheerfulness and alacrity with which they turned 
out on this occasion adds greatly to their Credit and is a 
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proof of Zeal and attachment that never fails to afford a 
pleasing confidence in action. 

They are to hold themselves in readiness to assemble on 
the shortest notice, and if supported as we expect by the 
neighbouring militia of Pennsylvania, I make no doubt but 
we shall be in force to check any of their intended opera- 
tions. 

The route from this place to Yorktown through Bustle- 
town is near 30 miles out of the way. I am from this cir- 
cumstance induced to suggest the propriety of disposing the 
Horsemen at different Stages on the direct Road through 
Ruster's Town, in order that such intelligence as may be 
necessary to communicate to you be convey'd as expeditiously 
as possible ; and I shall not fail to give you the earliest infor- 
mation respecting such movements as may tend to affect the 
security of the several posts under your direction. 

I have the honor, &c, 

M. GIST. 

To Col. James Wood, in Lancaster. 

Lafayette to Gen. Gist. 

(Inclosed in the above.) 

New Castle, 6th August, 1781. 

De Sir. 

Since my letter to you through Mr. McHenry enclosing 
Commodore Barron's Report, the fleet spoken of entered York 
River & landed their troops, they are fortifying on the Glo- 
cester side, and have made a place of arms of York. Lord 
Cornwallis is present with his whole army, the Garrison of 
Portsmouth excepted. It appears that a part of this fleet 
was originally intended for New York, but a Dispatch arriv- 
ing from General Clinton produced the present arrangement. 
It is very essential to your safety that we should be in some 
force here. For this purpose I have ordered on all the Levies 
with the utmost expedition. But I would beg leave to ob- 
serve that Maryland might make some Disposition for her 
own defence. The enemy does not lose sight of Baltimore, 
and they may only wait for a more favorable moment. You 
are on the spot and acquainted with its strength, and of 
course know best what measures should be taken. In all 
cases you will take care of the Public Stores. 

I am Dr Sir 

Your Ob. Ser't 

LA FAYETTE. 
Bkigadiee-Genebal Gist. 
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The following letter from Colonel Richard Humpton to 
General Irvine refers to the recruits for the Pennsylvania 
Line : — 

Colonel Humpton to General Irvine. 

Philadelphia, 14th Augt. 1781. 

Dr. Genl. 

On my arrival at Lebenon I found the Regt. had marched 
to Lancaster. Col. Marsteller who supply'd the provisions 
on his own acct. was satisfy'd without rendering any account 
of payment. Genl. St. Clair was in town. I went to Council 
with him, he apply'd for tents, &c, but could obtain nothing. 
They mentioned their intention of marching the 1st & 4th 
Regim'ts to Lancaster, the 2d & 3d to Reading. I saw Major 
Bankson, he had got all the returns except the 6th which he 
received only a few days ago. 

The person who Major Grier sent it by, had neglect'd de- 
livering it. There is a resolve of Congress for 6 months' 
nominal pay on acct. but there is no money to be got. Mr. 
Morris & Mr. Peters are gone to Head Quarters, & I have 
heard there is a plan on foot for another arrangement of the 
Army this winter, from what I see Recruits are got very 
slowly here as well as in the country. Major Parr's corp has 
little success. Genl. St. Clair left town a few days ago and 
went to Potsgrove. Genl. Wayne may expect a reinforce- 
ment, and I think that is as much as he will get. I have just 
heard that a Frigate of ours is taken, & five or six sail of other 
vessels off the Cape. Genl. Washington's army remains near 
Valentine's Hill, it is said the English ships of war have been 
sail'd for New York some time, but nobody pretends to know 
where they are gone. It was reported this day that 3000 
Hessians had, or will arrive soon, that they come North. 

Hope Mrs. Irvine & family are well. My compliments. 
I am Dr. Genl., 

Yours with esteem, 

RICH. HUMPTON. 

In the latter part of September, while Washington was 
before Yorktown, Sir Henry Clinton made a demonstration 
in the direction of Philadelphia, whether with the idea of 
drawing Washington from Virginia or not we are unable to 
say. Certain it is that that interpretation was put on it by 
some persons at the time, and as the burning of New London 
and the attending atrocities were fresh in the minds of the 
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people, the excitement was intense. In Morris's Diary 1 we 
tiud the following : — 

" September 21st, 1781. At 1 P. M. I waited on the Presi- 
dent of the State of Pennsylvania at his house in Market 
Street and met there Mr. Peters and Mr. Cornell, of the Board 
of War, General St. Clair, General Irvine, and General Irwin 
of the militia. This conference lasted a considerable time, 
and in its consequence took up the rest of the day. I gave it 
as my opinion that Sir Henry Clinton did not intend for this 
city, nevertheless as the inhabitants are alarmed and uneasy, 
I agreed to the propriety of being prepared, although I 
lamented the expense such preparation would put us to. I 
advised the placing a garrison at Mud Island, and putting 
that place in a posture of defence, and mentioned the plan 
proposed to me by Mr. Paine of collecting immediately one 
quarters rent from all the houses in Philadelphia in order to 
have an immediate supply of money to defray the expenses." 

The first Gen. Irvine mentioned by Mr. Morris was the 
gentleman whose correspondence we have used. The Gene- 
ral Irwin of the militia was James Irvine, no relation to 
General William. James had been Colonel in the Continental 
Army, and while Brigadier-General of the Pa. Militia had 
been taken prisoner at Chesnut Hill. At the time we are 
writing about, he had just been exchanged, and was called to 
take an active part in the affairs of the day, as the following 
letter, in the collections of the Historical Society, will show. 

General James Irvine to Ephraim Douglas. 

Philadelphia, Sept. 26th, 1781. 

Dear Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 13th inst. by Mr. Amber- 
son, but must request you will not measure the extent of the 
friendship I have for you by the little or indeed no service 
that I have been of to that gentleman in the business he came 
upon. I am happy in being able to inform you that on the 
third instant another exchange of prisoners took place, and 
that I am included in the happy number. 

Since the bu rning of New Lon don by the Enemy this City has 
been menaced by them, and a body of troops with light artil- 
lery, etc., were embarked at New York, designed, it was said, 

1 Diplomatic Correspondence, vol. xi. p. 473. 
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for that expedition, in consequence of which half the country 
militia were ordered to march to Newtown, in Bucks Co., and 
the whole of the City Militia to hold themselves in readiness 
to march at a moment's warning. I was called upon to take 
a command upon this occasion, and could not with propriety 
decline it, and the President being gone to Newtown it lay 
upon me to collect the returns of deficiencies wanting to com- 
plete the several Battalions, and take the necessary measures 
to have them supplied ; this took up the whole of my time 
and attention and prevented me from doing as much for your 
friend as I otherwise should with cheerfulness have done. 

This morning (the 28th) we learn that the enemy have de- 
barked their troops aud landed them on Staten Island to the 
amount it is said of six thousand men. They have with them 
one hundred and fifty waggons passed on Long Island, and a 
number of flat bottomed Boats or carriages, and appear ready 
for a movement, but their destination or object can as yet only 
be guessed at ; the militia of this city, in consequence of this 
intelligence, are ordered to parade on Sunday next at 10 
o'clock in order to march. 

Mr. Rush and his family send their best wishes, and I beg 
you will believe me when I assure you that no length of 
time or distance of place will ever abate the estem I have 
for you. I Remain dear Sir 

Tour Sincere friend 
And humble servant 

JAMES IEVINE. 

P. S. Since writing the foregoing your favor of the 29th 
of Augt. has been delivered to me by Mr. Willson. 
Directed to 

Ephraim Douglas, Esquire, 
Pittsburgh. 

Forwarded by 

Ms. Wm. Ambeeson. 

The next letter is from Wayne's aid-de-camp, Benjamin 
Fishbourn, to Irvine. It, no doubt, should be dated from 
Williamsburg. 

Major Fishbourn to General Irvine. 

"Wilmington, Sept. 27, '81. 
My Dear Genl., 

Your of the 24th ultimo do not come to my hands till 
this day. Its very surprising that men who pretend to Senti- 
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merit & feeling should so abuse the confidence reposed in 
them. 

His Excellency, Genl. "Washington, returned a few days 
ago from a toure on board the French fleet, where he settled 
everthing to his advantage as well as expectations. The 
Count de Grass acquiesced in every proposal, so that matters 
are now settled for a speedy Coopperation against Lord Corn- 
wallis, to comply with which on our part the whole allied 
army march to morrow at 5 o'clock in one column, the 
Americans on the right and the French on the left, the Bag- 
gage to follow in Rotation after the Column. We shall take 
our first position to morrow evening, and proceed from thence 
accordingly. 

We have every wish to bring my Lord to immediate ac- 
tion by drawing him out of His works. Should he attempt 
this, America's glory is settled, and Britton is ruined. 

By dispatches just received from the Southerd, we have 
the agreeable news of the British under the command of 
Col. Stewart having been drawn into a general action in 
which many fell on both sides. We, in the first instance, 
were beat, and lost two field pieces, but the fate did not long 
remain so, for on Genl. Green's rallying his army (only part), 
they drove the enemy from their first Victory, retook the two 
pieces of Artillery, and took two from them, killing and 
wounding a great many. (It is said 400. of enemy lay dead 
on the field.) Lee, with his Legion and two Regiments of 
Infantry which was not engaged was in pursuit of the enemy 
when the express came away. It is said that all Washing- 
ton's Corps is cut up, every officer in it killed or wounded, 
except one, Capt. Parsons. Washington wounded, who came 
in two days after the affair — the express is from Genl. 
Jones to the Marquis de La Fayette, so that the particulars 
is not yet arrived. When' they do, I shall transmit you 
such of them as- may come to my knowledge. However, 
in the present situation of affairs from the South, we can 
reflect with pleasure that matters has terminated much in our 
favour, our expectations on that head are very great, not 
less than the whole of the British army on this side of 
Charlestown, to be ours, I assure you. I write you this at 
12 o'clock at night, I would not omit doing myself the pleas- 
ure of giving you the earliest Intelligence of so good news. 

1 have also the pleasure to assure you that our animosities, 
in a great measure are subsided, and that Genl. Wayne is so far 
reco vered as to be able to take command to-morrow — h e desi res 
me to assure that he ever retains the highest friendship for 
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you, and will write you by the first opp'y. Accept his Com- 
pliments, writing you to come on as soon as possible, bringing 
with you all the troops, and all of everything, Cash, Clothing, 
&c. &c, you can possibly collect. 

I had almost forgot to Inform you that by the same South- 
ern express, we have the disagreeable news of Governor Burke 
and his whole family being taken prisoners by a party who 
surprised the town of Hillborough. Hector McNeal com- 
manded, but was very fortunately killed, and several other 
officers by the Militia who collected and pursued them on 
the alarm being given. 

I am, my dear Genl. & friend, your very sincere friend and 
very Obt. Servant. 

BEN. FISHBOURN, 

A. d. Camp. 

Ere you hear from me again, I shall be in the trenches 
perhaps. Make my compliments to all friends. God bless 
you au. Will you be so obliging as to inclose me the News 
Papers, when you write, and let me hear from you soon. 

B. F. 

Butler has been sick, but is recovering fast. We all else 
are well. 

General Irvine. 

The last letters of the series are from Colonel Richard But- 
ler, commander of the 9th Pa. Regiment. He was one of four 
brothers who served with distinction in the Revolution, and 
was St. Clair's second in command in the ill-fated expedition 
which bears his name. He was killed in the action of Nov. 
4, 1791. 

Colonel Butler to General Irvine, No. 1. 

Williamsburg, 14 Sept. 1781. 

Dear General, 

I had determined not to write you, as we were informed 
from accts. that you would join us in a few days with a body 
of well appointed troops recruited from the State ; however, 
least I shd. be disappointed, on second consideration thought 
it would be a satisfaction to you to hear how matters stand in 
case you do not get on. On the 1st inst. 5 Frigates & near 
4000 French troops landed in James bay when Col. Stewart 
& myself visited them just as they landed, & were kissed by 
about 30 officers. On the 2nd they landed at Jamestown. 
On the 3d we crossed over the river and took post at Green 
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Spring, where our battle was. A few days after we all moved 
(in different bodies) to the place where we are encamped, on the 
side of our allies & live in great harmony. 4 Sail of the line 
were sent to block up York river, & the Frigates stationed 
along the James to prevent Cornwallis crossing and stealing a 
march in the night. (If it were Sir Harry he would attempt 
it, as he loves moonlight marches.) On the 8th the British 
Fleet, 18 Sail, came into the bay ; they were attacked vigor- 
ously by two French ships that lay close to them, and were 
obliged to stand it for over two hours, the wind not serving 
for the other part of the fleet to come up. At last six more 
of the line got up and the engagement continued two hours 
longer, when the British saw 8 sail more moving to block 
them in, when the whole wd. have fell foul of them ; they 
did not like the movement and immediately determined on 
flying and passed out to sea. The Count de Grasse followed 
with 22 sail leaving the other 6 to secure the bay, and the 
last acct. by one of the Frigates who returned, states that the 
Count was in full chase & was within 6 hours of coming up 
with 12 sail of Victualers that were coming under convoy 
for the relief of Cornwallis, and were abandoned to the fate 
by the flight of Mr. Hood. This will reduce the Earl to 
short commons in a little time. There have been several 
prisoners and deserters, both soldiers & sailors who generally 
agree that the stock of provisions is not large & that the 
force is about 15000 men, having drawn the sailors on shore. 
All these people are hard at work fortifying, and a siege will 
certainly be the result, as they cannot (and I think will not), 
fight us in ( the field. We are making our small arrange- 
ments and collecting magazines of provisions, though but 
slowly, though I think the exertions of ye gov. of this State 
will bring out the supplies. We are hourly expecting ac- 
counts of the fleet, also of the arrival of our Illustrious Gen. 
Washington, who at last has arrived at his own home. Many 
of our sanguine gentry are for taking the British in a few 
days, but I am not quite so warm on the matter, tho' we 
shall take them I have no doubt if we manage right, but I 
am convinced it will require perseverance & hard blows, as I 
think Cornwallis a brave man, & his troop regard him. He 
has also a character in the world as a military man which he 
will try to support ; he has also a powerful rival in Sir Henry 
Clinton who he will wish to disappoint. All these, exclusive 
of his political motives, will cause him to make a gallant de- 
fence. He has 5 redoubts and some other good works on the 
land side, & two batteries of heavy cannon on the water side 
Vol. v.— 19 
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& is still adding. Our heavy artillery has not yet come, and 
can do but little but circumscribe him & his parties [or 
position] till that arrives. 

Our mutual friend G[eneral] "Wayne met with a very bad 
accident, going to an interview with the Marquis on the even- 
ing of the second with a sentry not hearing his answer when 
challenged fired & shot him in the thigh with a buck-shot. 
On recovering the wound he was almost instantly struck with 
the Gout in his feet for the first time in his life. However, 
he is getting better, & we had the pleasure of his company 
yesterday to dine, & I hope he will take the field in a few 
days. I find we shall have here a world of Generals shortly. 
The Barron Steuben has arrived already. May I request 
you to present my respects to Genl. Armstrong with these 
accounts. Please accept the sincere wishes of your real friend 
and humble servt. 

EIOHD. BUTLEE. 

Genl. Wm. Irvine, 
Carlisle, Pa. 

Colonel Butler to General Irvine, No. 2. 

Camp at York, Oct. 22d, 1781. 
Dear General, 

As time presses, I know you'll be so good as to excuse me 
from giving you a journal of the minutia of the siege of 
Yorktown. Let it suffice to say, that on the 6th ultimo, we 
opend. our first paralell, on the 9th, at 3 o'clock P. M. our 
batteries. On the 11th I began the second paralell within 200 
paces of the enemy's works, & on the 14th two of their ad- 
vanced redoubts were taken by storm by a detachment under 
the Marquis Lafayette, who attacked the one with his 
Americans, & Baron Viominel with the French, which put it 
in our power to complete the second Paralell that night. 
16th formd. Batteries & fird. seventy, did great damage to 
their works. 17th, Ld. Cornwallis sent a flag requesting 
a cessation of arms for 24 hours, & 2 commissioners from 
each army to be appointed to form a capitulation for the 
army, and the surrender of the shiping and posts of York & 
Gloster. The General sent no answer to the first message 
which came about 10 o'clock A. M., he reed, a second about 
4 P. M., & hostilities were ordered to cease & a capitulation 
agreed to — the general purposed thus, The garisons prisoners 
of war till exchangd., the whole to march out with Colors 
cased, and not to beat a French or an American march. The 
whole to keep their private baggage. All public stores to 
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be delivered to American Commissary, &e. &c. &c. On the 
19th, at 11 o'clock. 

Their Flag was struck, and Major Hamilton, with 100 
men (Americans) took possession of one work and planted 
our flag, and a French major, with 100 men (French) another. 
Then the allied Army and the American Army was drawn 
up opposite to each other, and, I assure you Sir, they made a 
most elegant appearance. About 3 o'clock P. M., the British 
& Foreigners marchd. out to a place assgnd., & was ordered 
by General Lincoln to ground their Arms. The same was 
done on the side of Gloster, and the whole marchd. off this 
day for the places asignd. for their residence during Cap- 
tivity. The Earl & a number of his favourites are allowd. 
to go to Britain on Parole, & (I am told) Col. Laurens is to 
be sent out in his Room on Parole, or else the earl to return 
to America or France. Their stores are immense, there are 
about 70 pieces of Brass ordinance, beside ship-guns, with a 
great quantity of ammunition, & arms almost innumerable. 

Their force will amount to better than 7000 total, oflicers 
included, in the two posts, their loss considerable, in killed 
and wounded, ours really trifling for so great an affair. 

Thus has the Earl been brought to anchor in the height of 
his career. Col. Craig & his detach't just arrived in time 
for some of his oflicers to see the surrender, what the effect 
may be, God knows, but I hope it will bring a speedy peace. 
I expect we shall immediately press for Carolina, but this is 
a surmise. My next shall be more particular, in the mean- 
time be assur'd of the sincerity of my wishes, and believe 
me to be your real friend and Obdt. Humble Servt. 

RICHD. BUTLER. 

P. S. Not a principal officer wounded or killed, and but 
very few men, & I think I may with propriety now con- 
gratulate you, my friend, and country in general, with cer- 
tain Independence, and the pleasing approach of Peace. 

To General Irvine, at Carlise or Pittsburg. 



